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OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday
8 a.m.—noonand 1-2:30 p.m.
Friday
CLOSED

TELEPHONE
610-326-2810
www.stjamespottstown.org

STAFFE

Ministers
Each and Every Member of St. Jame

Pastor
The Rev. Peter Hutchinson
e-mail: pastorh@stjamespottstown.org
home 610-718-0313

Director of Discipleship
Suzanne Rigg
e-mail: srigg@thehill.org
office 610-326-2810
home 610-970-4865

Secretary
Darlene Jackson
e-mail: secretary@stjamespottstown.o

Director of Music Ministries
Sharon MacCabe

email: sharonbmaccabe@comcast.ne

office: 610-326-2810

Custodian
Glenn Yerger
contact: 610-326-2810

Missionaries
Dr. Stephen & Becky Thorson
Kathmandu, Nepal

Newsletter Editor
Dawn Detweiler
newsletterstj@wi.rr.com
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OFFICE NOTES

Master Calendar / Room Scheduling

All room reservations, including committee meetings and
private gatherings, should be made with Darlene in the office.
Please indicate to her any need for room rearrangement,
(extra chairs, tables) so proper preparations can be made.

Newsletter Deadline for July 2009 Edition:
June 15, 2009

Article submissions can be sent by e-mail to
newsletterstj@stjamespottstown.org or placed in the
“newsletter” mailbox the Sunday before the deadline. Also
please note that articles may be edited for clarity and space
conservation.

Altar Flowers, Eternal Light Bulletin
Sponsorships

The cost for each sponsorship is $15 for the eternal light,
$30 for altar flowers, and $15 for bulletins. Sign up sheets
are posted in Horn Hall for anyone interested. Envelopes
are available in Horn Hall on the resource table. Cash or
check payment can be placed in offering or turned in to the
office.

Newsletter On-line

If you ever lose or misplace your newsletter you can read it
on-line at our website: www.stjamespottstown.org. The
newsletter is located under News. The assisting ministers’
schedule can also be found on our website under
Worship/Servants.
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A Note From Pastor Hutchinson

For those of you who don’t know, | went on
the Mission Trip with our work team this year,
down to Gulf Porti, Mississippi. We worked
with Habitat for Humanity building a home in
conjunction with financial and organizational
help from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
When we returned, | spoke on that Sunday
morning in worship during the sermon time
about the rewarding experience of our trip.

What | didn’t tell the congregation that day
was that | almost didn’'t make the trip! That's
because when we arrived at the Philadelphia
airport, | realized that | had forgotten my
wallet and therefore was prevented from
getting a boarding pass onto the plane. As it
turned out, a participant on the trip, Justin
Kirsten, called his brother, Steven, who
rushed down to the airport with my wallet that
he had to retrieve from my wife at home.
Also, Ted Baer our team leader was
comforting and reassuring to me about what |
needed to do as the group went on and | had
to take a later flight. And as | traveled alone
some three hours behind the rest of them,
various strangers also helped me along the
way.

In a conversation with my son the other
day, he was expressing some concern about
things going okay for a trip he soon would be
taking. | reassured him that even when there
are problems, that things always work out.
Then | gave him my example on the Mission
Trip. And he said, “things didn’t just work out
— somebody helped you!” Butisn't that how
God operates in the world and takes care of
us much of the time? It's through the love
and care of others that his will and goodness
comes to pass. And that was really what was
happening throughout our whole trip. The

work and love of God was being realized
( continued next column)

through our hands (and hammers).

So trust in God’s ability to take care of you,
when you need a hand, when things seem
bleak,...and especially when you miss your
plane.

Pastor

Bible Study with Pastor

In June and July, Pastor will be holding two
separate but somewhat related study classes.

In the first study, during the month of June on
Tuesday nights at 7 PM and Thursday
mornings at 10 AM (9 11", 16M/28™,
23'9/25™) we will look each week at one of the
controversial subjects of: Divorce, Abortion,
and Homosexuality. We will consider where
or how they are compatible or incompatible
with Christianity according to the Scriptures as
read through the lens of Jesus Christ.

Then, on the four Tuesday nights and
Thursday mornings of July (7 ™/9™,
14"/16™, 21523, 28M/30") we will study the
New Testament book of Galatians. This
polemic writing of the apostle Paul, makes
arguments about what is true and proper
doctrine according to the understanding of the
earliest believers in Jesus Christ.

Sound pretty hot? Maybe, but hopefully you
will find more light than heat. But come on
those high temperature days to what will
hopefully be some pretty cool sessions. And
invite a friend from outside St. James or
someone from within who has just never
come before.

Once again - Tuesday nights in the
downstairs class right next to the church
office and Thursday mornings at Sanatoga
Ridge Retirement Community.  See you
then!
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WORSHIP NOTES

Festival of the Holy Trinity

Affirmation of Baptism
\_) June 7, 2009
9a.m.

The festival of the Holy Trinity
celebrates the mystery of God, both
transcendent and immanent.  Though
the nature of God is beyond our rational
explanation, we ascribe glory to the one
who is holy. Christians have held a festival
in honor of the Holy Trinity since the ninth
century and in the fourteenth century the
festival was added to the calendar and has
been celebrated throughout the world
since that time.

Also on this day Jackie Bealer will
affirm her baptism and will be received
as a member. We also will be receiving
new members. A special coffee
fellowship in their honor follows worship.
Please plan to come and worship on this
very festive day and join us for fellowship.

Receiving Individuals into
Membership

We will be receiving individuals into
membership on Trinity Sunday, June 7,
2009. If you have been worshipping with
us and would like to become a member, or
know of someone who would, please talk
to Pastor or Suzanne.

Third Sunday Offering
JUNE Recipient
Salvation Army

Our Third Sunday outreach offering for
June will be given to support the work of the
Salvation Army in Pottstown.

During the interval between Thanksgiving
and Christmas, a familiar sight at many
locations is the red Salvation Army kettle with
volunteers (including St. James members)
ringing the bell to attract givers.

Locally, the mission of the Salvation Army
is well known. A homeless shelter operates
by providing emergency food and shelter to
those in need, as well as counseling. They
also assist people in finding affordable
housing, employment, childcare and
educational opportunities.

Community meals are served each
Wednesday, staffed with volunteers,
including members of St. James. A major
project is the annual Christmas Angel
program, providing food and Christmas gifts to
hundreds of families. Aside from this major
effort it is evident that “need knows no
season.” Therefore there is an ongoing need
to provide food, clothing, shelter, rent
assistance, electricity and fuel payment
assistance.

The Salvation Army has an outstanding
record of low overhead in the administration of
their operation and is quite worthy of our
support. Please consider supporting the
Salvation Army through your Third Sunday
Offering.

Third Sunday Offering Schedule
JULY — School supplies for children
AUGUST - Global Mission
SEPTEMBER - Lutheran World Relief
OCTOBER - Cluster Outreach Center
NOVEMBER - Open to allow for offering for current
need, i.e. hurricane relief.
DECEMBER — ELCA World Hunger
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LAST CHANCE

ORDER YOUR
TICKETS TODAY!

www.rejoicingspirits.org
info@rejoicingspirits.org

aaaaaaaaaaa

*@ﬁiﬁiﬂﬂﬁfﬁff“

One Body

DATE
Friday, June 5, 2009
Contact David Hartzman for tickets by June 1.
Proceeds benefit the national advancement of
Rejoicing Spirits
TIME
7:00 PM Doors open & buffet dinner
8:30 PM Professional Comedians, show lasts
about 1%2 hrs.
PLACE
Griffith Hall, Ludwig’s Corner Fire Co.
1325 North Pottstown Pike, Glenmoore, PA

DONATION
$42.50 suggested donation/ticket for a night of
laughs showcasing comedians, buffet dinner
and BYOB. Lots of super raffle and door prizes!
OPT-OUT Can'tjoin us in the fun but desire to
support this important ministry? Donations are
gladly accepted.

SPONSOR
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
www.thrivent.com , 800-THRIVENT

We welcome you to a Rejoicing Spirits
worship service. It is an uplifting experience,
and one that will touch your heart.

Next Rejoicing Spirits worship
at St. James
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 at 7 p.m.

Special Music that Night by Naomi Fuerman
singing:
The Rose and Color of the Wind

Rejoicing Spirits is dedicated to sharing
God’'s Word and spreading his love to our
brothers and sisters with developmental
disabilities it is also open to everyone in the
community. If you have not had a chance to
come and worship with us, give it a try and
see for yourself the love and joy that is shared
among all who attend.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

This year St. James will not be sponsoring
a VBS for kids, but children of St. James are
invited to participate in one of the other VBS
programs sponsored by some of the Lutheran
churches in Pottstown. Below are the dates,
locations, times and contact information:

Grace Lutheran Church
660 North Charlotte Street. Pottstown
June 15" — 19"
6:30-8:30 p.m.
610-323-9320

St. John Lutheran Church
75 East Main St. Pottstown
August 3 - 7™
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Dinner included
610-326-1120
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Brand New - First Time Ever Offered!

Senior Vacation Bible School

Grace Happens
August 3 — 7, 2009

St. James Lutheran Church

9:30 a.m. — Noon
Lunch follows

This is a week long program open to individuals ages 62 and older that explores
the topic of grace. The program includes:

Worship
Music
Crafts

Games
Bible Study
Noon-time Meal

The bible study will be based on the book What Is So Amazing About Grace by
Philip Yancey. It has a video portion that includes interviews with Tony Campolo,
Patricia Raybon, Ann Spangler, Debbie Morris, Lewis Smedes, and Mel White.

Music will include some old-time favorite songs about grace and a few new ones
too. Everyone will have the opportunity to participate with games and crafts and
there will be plenty of fellowship time to catch up with friends or to make new
ones.

Register for Senior Vacation Bible School by completing a regist ration form,
which is located on the resource table in Horn Hall , or call the church office at
610-326-2810. Space is limited.

Anyone interested in helping with registration, crafts or in the kitchen can contact
Suzanne for more information at 610-326-2810 or srigg@thehill.org.
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DISCIPLESHIP and FELLOW SHIP and SERVICE

OPPORTUNITIES

Miller-Keystone Blood Drive

Thanks so much to all the members of
St. James who made our blood drive on
April 27th very successful. We were able to
collect 25 units of blood which calculates to
75 LIVES SAVED!

Blood donations decline every summer
due to people going on vacation and schools
being out of session. When you donate with
Miller-Keystone Blood Center the blood
goes to all 18 hospitals in our community.

Our next scheduled blood drive will be
on Monday, August 17 ™ in Horn Hall.
Thank you and God Bless!

Ellen Ibach

Blood Pressure Checks

Stay well! Blood Pressure checks will be
June 7™ after the 9 a.m. service.

Community Meal

This month, volunteers are needed June
25™ to provide desserts, cook, set up and
clean up for the community meal. For more
information, please call Susan Cameron at
610-718-9926.

News from the Pottstown Cluster

The Cluster now has a website so if you
would like to learn more about the Cluster
please visit their website at
www.pottstowncluster.org

The Cluster is no longer accepting empty
plastic bottles or containers , but still in
need of plastic and paper grocery bags.
Current needs for the food pantry include:
spaghetti sauce, canned pasta, Jelly,
oatmeal, bulk sugar, coffee and detergent.

St. James Picnic
July 26, 2009

The St. James Picnic will be held on “The
Feast of St. James Sunday” at the Warwick
County Park! More information to follow.

Salvation Army Community Lunch

Each second Wednesday of the month a
group of volunteers from St. James prepares
and serves the community lunch at the
Salvation Army. Help is needed at different
times between 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Contact Jean Drauschak at 610-323-1792.
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Women of the ELCA Upper MontCo
Summer Bible Study

Tuesday, July 21, 2009
"MARY: Lessons in Motherhood”

Ruth Nice, Presenter
Wife of the Rev. Donald Nice, Retired

Please join the women of the Upper
Montgomery Cluster for a breakfast at the
Pottstown Diner at 9 a.m.  Bring a friend.

Individual orders will be taken and checks
given. The study will begin around 10 a.m.
when we have finished breakfast. This study
appears in June's and July/August's issues of
Lutheran Women Today. If you are a
subscriber please bring you issues with you and
also read the article on Mary.

If you plan to attend, please call Marilyn
Linkiewicz at 610-639-7652 before July 15.

The 2009-2010 study will begin on
Tuesday, September 8 ™ . The meeting will be
held at Manatawny Manor, Old Schuylkill Rd,
Pottstown. Sister Jane Roper, chaplain at
Manatawny Manor, will introduce the study of
“Romans: To God'’s Beloved.” The Women of
St. James will hostess this meeting.

WELCA News
Pot Luck

Join our end of season event for WELCA in
Horn Hall on Monday June 15 " at 6:30 p.m.
Bring your favorite dish. Plates, beverage,
utensils will be provided by WELCA.

Third Annual
Reading Phillies Baseball Game
June 25, 2009

Enjoy the fun and fellowship and plan to
attend the Reading Phillies’ baseball game on
June 25™ (this is a Thursday evening and not
Sunday afternoon.) Game time is 7:05 p.m.
Tickets are $8 and are on sale after worship
in Horn Hall. Post-game fireworks and 30
minutes free in Phunland for the kids are
included with admission.

Also this game is being held on one of
the Celebrate Your Faith nights . Ona
Celebrate Your Faith Night, faith based groups
are invited to meet with Reading Phillies
players during the pre-game. During the
gatherings, which run for about 20 minutes, the
R-Phils discuss their faith and the role it plays in
their lives as professional athletes striving to
make it to the Major Leagues. Fan involvement
is encouraged as the players do take questions
from the audience. Anywhere from two to four
Reading Phillies usually take part in the
discussion. Most of the sessions are held in the
batting tunnel building on the first base side of
FirstEnergy Stadium. Also one member of
each faith based group gets to participate in
the first pitch!
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Work Mission 2009

On Monday, April 27", a half-awake group of 15 met at St. James at 4:30 a.m. This was the team of
volunteers representing St. James traveling to the Gulf Coast. We were forced to leave Howard Snyder
behind, as he had a virus and was not able to travel. The group traveled by bus to Philadelphia airport
and then by Delta Airlines to Atlanta. In Atlanta, we switched to a Delta affiliate, Southeast Regional
Airlines and continued on to Gulfport. Once in Gulfport, we were met by Lindsay Friese the Thrivent
Builds/Habitat coordinator, who arranged this trip.

We were housed at SUMA, which is a summer camp of the United Methodist Church in Biloxi. The
SUMA campus sits right across highway 90 from the Gulf of Mexico. The campus comprised of several
buildings had a brick building that was divided into eight dorm rooms. Each dorm room held eight bunk
beds and had separate bathroom facilities with showers. We had two of the dorm rooms, one for each
gender. We were there with other volunteers from California, Michigan, Florida and a woman from
Reading who went to the Gulf Coast on her own as she wanted to help. Originally, we were scheduled to
stay in the Lutheran Camp, Camp Victor in Ocean Springs. That was changed when Camp Victor
closed, overtaken by bedbugs five days before we arrived.

Our work site this year was actually Gulfport about a mile and half from the airport. The development
is called Nancy’'s Gardens and is a new development of 40 homes. There are 28 homes being built by
Thrivent and 12 homes thru the Mississippi Development Agency. All homes are one story, three
bedroom basic homes that will provide suitable housing for families that qualify to get them. Also this is
the first development that will be a total energy star development. That means all the homes will be as
green and energy efficient as technology currently allows.

When we arrived, we met our construction supervisory crew of three young men, Austin, the ring
leader, Joe and Tom. Each has taken different paths that brought them to the area, but all are
committed to providing a quality home, while having to babysit amateurs to get it done. During the
course of the week, we surprised them, as they found that they had skilled, hard working Lutherans who
at times pushed them a little to get things done.

For the first time in a while, the whole group worked on only one home. The lot was just a block wall
and foundation standing when we got there on Tuesday. During the course of the week, we completed
the sill plates, put the floor joist system together, put down the sub floor, created and raised all the
outside wall frames and the inside wall frames. When we finished on Friday, the house was ready for the
outside sheathing to be put on and the roof trussed raised for the roof system. We got a lot
accomplished during a sort period of time.

The Gulf Coast community provided us with a short bus trip on Wednesday that toured downtown
Biloxi. For those of us who were there two years ago, not a lot has been done along the shore area of
highway 90. One additional casino has opened up, while other buildings have been taken down or still
stand empty not quite four years later. We were also treated to Thursday night out at The Shed. The
Shed is a local bar-b-que restaurant. The Shed has been featured on the Food Network’s Diners, Drive-
Ins and Dives.” The Shed looks like it should have been torn down long before Katrina. It is however
one of the finest places for outdoor dining. You eat on old picnic tables with 2 by 12 lumber used for the
top and to keep them together. On the night we were there, The Shed had a very big crowd.

In all, we had an excellent work week. The weather was also very good. The temperatures were in
the middle to upper 80’s with a lot of sunshine. The work experience was one of the best we have
encountered. The experience was positive enough, that everyone expressed an eagerness to return
again next year. Hopefully we can take a larger group next year.

The trip was made possible by you the members and friends of St. James who support the Work
Mission thru donations and the Spaghetti Dinners. The proceeds from the Spaghetti Dinners are
matched by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans thru the Upper Montgomery Chapter # 31392. The Dinner,
along with the additional matching funds, and payments by the participants cover the cost of the trips
without seeking funding from the church. The Work Mission Team thanks you for your continued support.
We are currently planning the next dinner for November, so watch the newsletter for the date. Later in
the year we will start planning next year's Work Mission trip and invite those interested to consider in
going along.
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STEWARDSHIP

ﬁ% Kicking Off Our Third Year
17 ‘ St. James will be kicking off the third year of our capital
i ‘ . campaign with a special celebration on Sunday, June 14 ™. We

have planned a special coffee fellowship for that morning as
both a celebration of what we’ve accomplished and as the lead-in

CALLED to year three. We hope you are able to join us that morning.

To SHARE Please remember there is one worship service that day at 9
H IS a.m. since we are on our summer schedule.

LiGgHT

Save the Date

October 16, 2009

St. James Auction Night
All proceeds go towards the capital campaign.

Food available beginning at 5 p.m.
Silent Auction begins at 5 p.m.
Live Auction begins at 7 p.m.

Donations of all kinds (hand-crafted items, gift cards or certificates, certificates, sports
memorabilia, gift baskets, art, etc.) are being accepted for the auction. Your imagination is the
limit!

If you would like to make a donation, please contact Annette Renn at 610-970-7499 or
arenn@colonnadeseniorliving.com.

If you would like to help with the planning and organizing of the auction in any way, please
contact Carol Keller at 610-326-1013.
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MEMBER NEWS

Baptisms
We welcome to the Lord’s family;

Ava Anne Matrone , daughter of Alicia
Shirley and Anthony Matrone.

Collin Joseph DeMilta , son of Renee and
Joseph DeMilta.

Ryan Terence and Cole Anthony Locklear
sons of Amy and Dustin Locklear

June Birthdays

1 — Michael Eshbach; 2 — Kathleen
Degler, Peter Rheel; 3 — Charles Moore,
Mary Vickerman; 4- Rose Houck, Natalie
Stichik; 5 — Gloria Skora; 6 — John Kochel;

7 — Virginia Ritner; 8 — Ashley Bush, June
Henninger; 10 — Debbie Hutchison; 11 — Bob
Rheel; 13 — Anna Neiffer; 14 — Eric Sandoe;
15 — Martha Williams; 17 — Don Clancy,
Bernice Lengel, Karl Moore; 18 — Margaret
Bickel, Eugene Johnson, Dot Nagy, Kristian
Olock, Ashley Taylor; 19 — Bob Reber;

20 — Linn Bierman, Gladys Evans, John
Chaback, Margaret Heil; 23 — Mary Kochel,
Brenna Horger, Mercedes Maldonado, Darius
Maldonado; 25 — Evan Kirsten, Phyllis
Lengyel; 26 — Kim Culp, Linda Ferreri;

27 — Paul Casner; 28 — Tom Clements,
Robert DuBois; 30 — Mike Medvetz

~ HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! ~

Congratulations to Our Graduates

Christine Bealer will be graduating this month
form Pottsgrove Senior High School. In the fall she
is attending Roanoke College in Virginia where she
will be studying Political Science and International
Relations. She further plans to attend law school.

Sylvia Groff is graduating from Pottsgrove Senior
High School on June 11", and is currently employed
at Sanatoga Animal Hospital in Sanatoga. She will
live at home for the next year as she attends
Montgomery County Community College for at least
a year and then transfer to a state school. She is
undecided at this time but her career goals are
focused on a major in the biologic sciences and
maybe ultimately teaching.

Chelsea Hartzman is graduating Pottsgrove
Senior High School this month. She is currently
working at the Philadelphia Premium Outlets. In the
fall she will be studying at Montgomery Community
College in the area of Liberal Arts.

Would you like to
share information on a
graduate you know from the
congregation? If so, please provide their name
and information to Suzanne Rigg so we may
wish them our congratulations in next month's
The Spirit of St. James.

Memorial Gift

The new brass candle stands that adorn the
Altar in our worship space were given as gifts
by the families of T. Coerte Hutchinson and
Ernest Schultz from memorial funds donated
on behalf of their deceased loved ones.

Deepest Sympathies

To the family and friends of M. Eleanor Daub.

To the family and friends of Edward Gallino.
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Thank You Notes

To all my church family:

Thank you for all the thoughts and prayers.
Thank you to Pastor Hutchinson for coming and
visiting me, and also thanks for all the visits from
everyone who came to see me. Also thank you
for praying for my wife Cyndi too. It was all very
much appreciated.

In Christian love,

Rob and Cyndi Krasley

Members and friends of St. James,

Thank you to all who shopped at and helped
with the Rummage Sale in May. A total of $720
was raised.

Gail Neiffer

WELCA

Thank everyone for your prayers, cards and
phone calls for my recent surgery.
Shirley VanBuren

Thank you to my entire St. James family for
continuing to support me in furthering my
educational studies at Colorado State
University. | am honored to be a recipient of the
St. James scholarship and | look forward to
telling all of you about my first year.

Thanks again!

Jessica Mitchell

Dear Mr. Shafer and other St. James Members,
| just wanted to thank you all so much for the
scholarship | received for college. It means a lot
and will be very helpful for my future —
nowadays every bit makes a difference! St.
James has always given me so much in many
different ways, and I'm so appreciative. So
thank you all for the generosity and warm
kindness. Have fantastic day and bless you all!
Sylvia Groff

Thank you to everyone at St. James for the
scholarship, it really means a lot to me. It's going
to help me out so much next year at college.
Thanks again!

Chelsea Hartzman

Council Member Contact

If at anytime you have a question, concern, or
suggestion that might help the church, contact
one of the following elected Council members.

Pat Baer - President 610-326-8598
Email: pattedbaer@verizon.net

Cyndi Krasley- Vice-Presidnet
484-945-0165

Barbara Ungerman - Secretary
610-718-9368
Email: bungerman@comcast.net

Vickie Kirsten 484-300-4915
Email: vikirsten@comecast.net

Sherry Clancy - Treasurer 610-323-5977
Email: srclancy@comcast.net

Ron Schafer 610-326-4814
Email: ronslibrary@comcast.net

Mike Lunn 610-367-8762
Email: lunns2@dejazzd.com

Julie Hauck 610-385-7308
Email: jlynne65@ptd.net

Scott Strichik 610-327-3108
Email; sstrichik@verizon.net

Laurie O'Connell 610-323-5787
Email: rloconnelljr@concast.net

Tracie Rheel 610-323-7051
Email: trheel@comcast.net

Candy Koons 610-327-0458
Email: itp494@aol.com

Carol Keller 610-326-1013
Email: mycourt33@comecast.net
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