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OFFICE HOURS

Monday through Thursday
8 a.m. —noon and 1 —2:30 p.m.
Friday
8 a.m. — noon

TELEPHONE
610-326-2810
Fax: 610-326-1025
www.stjamespottstown.org

STAFFE

Ministers
Each and Every Member of St. Jam

Pastor
The Rev. Peter Hutchinson
e-mail: pastorh@stjamespottstown. o
home 610-718-0313

Director of Discipleship
Suzanne Rigg
e-mail: srigg@thehill.org
office 610-326-2810
home 610-970-4865

Secretary
Darlene Jackson
e-mail:
secretary@stjamespottstown.org

Director of Music Ministries
Sharon MacCabe

Email: sharonbmaccabe@comcast.nget.

Office: 610-326-2810

Custodian
Larry Kehler
home: 610-327-2238

Missionaries
Dr. Stephen & Becky Thorson
Kathmandu, Nepal

Newsletter Editor
Dawn Detweiler
newsletterstj@wi.rr.com

OFFICE NOTES

Master Calendar / Room Scheduling

All room reservations, including committee meetings and
private gatherings, should be made with Darlene in the office.
Please indicate to her any need for room rearrangement, (extra
chairs, tables) so proper preparations can be made.

Newsletter Deadline for April ‘08 Edition:
March 15, 2007

Article submissions can be sent by e-mail to
newsletterstj@stjamespottstown.org  or placed in the
“newsletter” mailbox the Sunday before the deadline. Also
please note that articles may be edited for clarity and space
conservation.

Snow Cancellations

Please watch for an announcement on WFMZ Channel 69
or by checking their website at wimz.com (look for St. James
ELC), listen to WPAZ radio (AM 1370), check St. James's
website or call the church for a message regarding
cancellations or changes in the Sunday morning schedule due
to inclement weather.

Altar Flowers, Eternal Light
and Bulletin Sponsorships

Just a reminder that we do not put flowers on the altar
during Lent (Sundays of February 10 — March 16). Please feel
free to sponsor the eternal light or the bulletins during that time.
Sign up sheets are posted in Horn Hall for anyone interested.
Remember that no one is automatically reserved a date
from the previous year.  You must request the date each year
that you want to sponsor.
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A Note From Pastor Hutchinson

Patron Saint of Ireland

I know that the color for Lent is Purple, but |
want you to think for a minute in terms of the
color GREEN, as in the color that is found
everywhere on St. Patrick’s Day.

This year, St. Patrick’s Day falls on the Monday
in Holy Week and so within the Christian
Church our fixtures will be draped in Scarlet, to
remind us of the blood that Christ shed for us
and for our sins, that we may have forgiveness.
But the green of St. Patrick’s Day ought to
remind us of his story,...a story of forgiveness.

You see, Patrick was born in Britian (not
Ireland!) to a rather well off family and was
living comfortably when, while still a young man,
he was kidnapped by Irish marauders. They
sold him into slavery back in Ireland, where he
was forced to work in captivity for six years until
he was able to escape. Upon his escape, he
returned to Britian where he eventually rose to
the level of Bishop within the Church.

But what Patrick is most famous for is his
willingness to return to the land of his captors
and oppressors as a missionary for the Church.
You see, at the time when he lived (in the fifth
century) Ireland was still a dangerous and
pagan worshipping land. Patrick, though, took
his strong faith in God and combined it with his
knowledge of the people of Ireland and
converted that people with the good news of
God's saving grace in Jesus Christ. As a result,
he eventually became the Patron Saint of
Ireland.

And yet, Patrick could have never gone there
and graced the people of that island with God’s
blessing, if he had not first found it in his heart
to forgive that land and its people for what they
did to him. He allowed the Spirit of God to use

his ability to forgive and combined that with
his other abilities and his faith, for the good
of those people.

And so with Patrick, as with the cross of

Christ, God once again brought something
good out of the bad that happened. Good
for Patrick as well as the people he served.

In this season of Lent, and as the
celebration of the Resurrection approaches,
we are most intensely reminded of the
forgiveness we receive in Christ. Why not
find it in your heart to forgive somebody who
has harmed or offended you. God
promises that surely good will come from it.

PASTOR

Bible Study with Pastor

Pastor’s bible study on the Beatitudes
continues this month to help us better
understand what Jesus meant by these
sayings and what they mean for us today.

Sessions are on Tuesday nights at 7
p.m. in the Adult Classroom next to the
church office and at 10 a.m. on Thursday
mornings at Sanatoga Retirement Village.
The class will run up thru Holy Week,
ending on March 18 /20 ™. All are
welcomed and invited!
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WORSHIP NOTES

Midweek Lenten Worship

Midweek Lenten worship continues on
Wednesday, March 5 ™ and 12™ at 7 p.m.

During our mid-week Lenten worship we
will learn about different faith practices or
marks of discipleship, which include: worship,
prayer, learning, encouraging, serving and
giving. So please come and enjoy the
delicious soups and salads, but most
especially come and learn and grow in your
faith as we make the Lenten journey to the
Cross, and then to the Resurrection.

Lenten Soup Suppers

During the season of Lent, we are again
holding our traditional mid-week Lenten soup
and salad suppers prior to worship. We will
be inviting the Rejoicing Spirits folks to the
meal on March 12.

Meals are served at 6 p.m. and services
begin at 7 p.m. each Wednesday up until
Holy Week. Each year we enjoy a delicious
variety of soups, along with wonderfully fresh
and creative salads and good breads. In
keeping with the spirit of self-denial of earthly
pleasures during Lent, there will be no
desserts provided at the suppers, but the
meals themselves are wonderful enough and
nobody will be disappointed! Visitors are
welcomed, so bring with you anyone who
would like to come.

March’s Rejoicing Spirits will again be
incorporated into a regular Wednesday night
Lenten worship service. We hope that many of
the regular Rejoicers will join all us for worship.
Our next regular Rejoicing Spirits worship will
be on April 9" at 7 p.m.

Worship at Parkview

On Sunday, March 9™ at 2:30 p.m., folks
from St. James are once again invited to come
and lead the worship service at the Parkhouse
Nursing home in Royersford.

If you would be interested in helping out with
this (reading a lesson, helping distribute
communion or just to pass out bulletins and
help sing hymns) please let Pastor know. We'll
meet at the church parking lot around 1:30 and
car pool there and be home by around 3:30.

Palm/Passion Sunday 2008
March 16 ™
Worship at 8 and 10:45 a.m.

This year we will be celebrating
Palm/Passion Sunday with two services that will
include special music by our choirs. We will
also once again make use of the eco-palms,
which are full palm branches. Because of the
palm procession, we will first gather for
worship in Horn Hall and then proceed to
the narthex . We plan to sing the “Palms” and
worship will also have a dramatic reading of the
Passion according to St. Matthew. Please
come and worship on this special Sunday and
invite your friends and neighbors.
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Events and Worship in Holy Week

Thursday, March 20
Seder Meal at 6 p.m.

Come celebrate our Judeo-Christian
roots at the Seder Meal. Passover is the
oldest religious festival in Judaism,
commemorating God’s deliverance of the
Hebrews from slavery in Egypt and his
creation of the Israelite people. The focal
point of Passover is a communal meal,
called the Seder (which means "order,"
because of the fixed order of service), which
is a time of rejoicing and celebration at the
deliverance of the Hebrews that God
accomplished in the exodus. The Seder
ritual also has great meaning for Christians.
It was the Seder Meal that Jesus was
celebrating with His disciples when He
instituted the Last Supper.

Please sign up in Horn Hall by March
16 if you plan to attend. There is a separate
sign up if you would like to contribute
foods, help with set up, serving or
cleanup. Maundy Thursday worship will
immediately follow the Seder at 7 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship
March 20 at 7 p.m.

There will be a Traditional Maundy
Thursday worship service at 7 p.m ., with
Holy Communion celebrated. At the end of
the service, the altar will be stripped to
symbolize the stripping and humiliation of
Jesus at the cross. The Seder Meal
precedes worship.

Good Friday Worship
Friday, March 21 at 7 p.m.

One service will be held on Good Friday at
7 p.m. recognizing the day that Jesus was
crucified.

March 23"

The Resurrection of our Lord
Worship at 8 and 10:45 a.m.

Worship with Holy Communion and special
music, with a Potluck Breakfast in between
services at 9:15 a.m.

There will be no adult education or
confirmation classes on this day. An Easter
Egg Hunt with a devotion for children  will
begin at 10:15 a.m.

Easter Potluck Breakfast

and Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 23

A potluck breakfast sponsored by the Sunday
Morning Adult Education Classes will be held on
Easter Sunday, March 23 between the two
worship services. Also that morning will be an
Easter Egg Hunt with a devotion for children
beginning at 10:15 a.m.

A sign up sheet is available in Horn Hall to
sign up if you plan to attend the breakfast. A
free-will offering will be collected to cover the cost
of coffee, juice, supplies, etc. Any offering
collected beyond expenses will be given to the
ELCA World Hunger Appeal. If you would like to
volunteer your time to set up, help serve, or clean
up, please see Suzanne Rigg.

There will also be a collection box in Horn
Hall for anyone who would like to donate small
candy (miniature peanut butter cups, chocolate
eggs, etc.) and other small prizes (stickers,
crayons, playdough, puzzles, etc.) for the egg
hunt.
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Third Sunday Offering

MARCH Recipient:
Pottstown Cluster of Religious
Communities and the Feinstein Challenge

The Pottstown Cluster of Religious
Communities (PCRC) provides various forms
of assistance to people in need in the
Greater Pottstown Area. Resources for the
work of PCRC come from different sources
including the United Way, the religious
communities, individuals, civic organizations
and businesses. All funds raised and all
donations collected are greatly appreciated
and enable this organization to fulfill its
mission.

Raising funds can be a difficult task so
PCRC looks for ways to maximize the
donations received. Thatis why PCRC is
once again participating in the Feinstein
Challenge. For an eleventh straight year,
Alan Shawn Feinstein will divide $1,000,000
among hunger-fighting agencies nationwide
using it to help them raise funds during March
and April 2008.

For all money and food items received by
the Cluster from March 1 through April 30,
2008, PCRC is permitted to count the
financial contributions in dollars and food
donations as $1 per item.  This information
is then submitted to the Feinstein Foundation
in early May and the Cluster receives a
proportionate share of the $1 million posted
by Mr. Feinstein based on the amounts raised
by all agencies in the country participating in
the Challenge by the end of June.

Even though the Cluster does not receive a
dollar-for-dollar match on the funds raised, the
additional money still helps PCRC help
others.

Please consider making a financial
contribution and/or food donation during
the months of March and April either
through St. James' Third Sunday Offering
in March or through the ongoing food
collection that St. James sponsors.

Third Sunday Offering Schedule

APRIL - Visiting Nurse Assaociation
MAY — Volunteer Home Care
JUNE - Salvation Army

JULY — School supplies for children
(Cluster Outreach Center)
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The stonework, the stained-glass
work and the Chancel area work are
all completed.

The work to the roof is in process.

The work on the elevator was
delayed because a variance issue.
Work will begin soon. The estimate
date of completion is the end of May.

The parking lot is complete with the
exception of what will be planted in
the spring.

Work remaining includes lighting in
Horn Hall, refurbished sound system,
and work in the front of the building in
regards to steps and doors and
hardware.

Total amount given to date is
approximately $200,117.
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DISCIPLESHIP and FELLOW SHIP and SERVICE

OPPORTUNITIES

Time To Order Easter Flowers ‘

Order forms for Easter flowers are
available in Horn Hall. Choices for @
flowers include lilies, tulips, and

hyacinths. All orders are due by \M

March 9, 2008 . |

Women of the ELCA Upper
Montgomery Conference

Bible Study

The next WELCA Upper Montgomery
Conference Bible Study will be held at St.
James Lutheran, Limerick on March 4™ at
10 a.m. with coffee at 9:30. The leader will
be Ann Seislove presenting Pure in Heart,
Rich in Vision.

The April Bible Study will be held on
April 1% at Grace Lutheran Church,
Pottstown, with Ethel DeWitt presenting
Making Peace and Being Peace.

All women are invited to participate in these
Bible Studies based on the theme

“Blessed to follow: The Beatitudes as a
Compass for Discipleship”.

This is the 23" year of meeting and
sharing together. Bring your friends. We
welcome interdenominational viewpoints. If
you would like to attend, please contact
Grace Schafer or Mary Arnt for carpooling.

Blood Pressure Checks

Stay well! Blood Pressure checks will be
March 2" after the 8 a.m. worship and
again prior to the 10:45 a.m. service.

New Studies Coming
Sunday Morning for Adults

The following is a schedule of the new
studies beginning later in March for adults on
Sunday mornings:

March 30: Class with our Seminarian Jerry
Lutz

April 6 -27: “The Power of Forgiveness,” a
study which includes a very good video and
discussion with Pastor Hutchinson.

May 4 -25: “Politics and Religion,” a study
lead by Pastor Hutchinson

All these classes will be in the Blue
Room at 9:30 a.m. Also each week there is
a bible study in the Adult Study Class
focusing on the lessons heard each week in
worship. Please feel free to attend one of
these classes anytime.

Prayers - First Sunday of the Month

Beginning in April and going forward, we
will be asking the congregation for prayer
requests on the first Sunday of the month that
will be included in the prayers that morning,
similar to what we do during worship on
Wednesday nights in Lent. Prayer requests
may be for people we know or do not know;
for prayers of thanksgiving or for prayers for
those in need; for those in our community or
for those in other parts of the world. We will
also continue on the first Sunday of the month
to include in the prayers the names of those
on our prayer list.
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Scholarship Fund Applications
Available

A $1000 a year scholarship is available
to be given to youth as monies for college
or post high school education. Allocation
of the scholarship money will be
dependent on the number of approved
candidates as determined by the
Scholarship Committee. Applications are
available from the office and must be
submitted completed no later that
March 15, 2008.

The following criteria will be considered
when granting these scholarships:

* Applicant must be an active member of

St. James for a minimum of one year.

* Applicant must be active in St. James’

ministries.

* Applicant must be a graduating Senior of

their high school and are eligible to receive

scholarship monies up to five years from

their high school graduation date.

* Applicant must graduate with a minimum

2.5 GPA or its equivalent.

* Applicant must be accepted into or

participating in a recognized program of

studies (ex. college, junior college,

community college, nursing school, trade

school, etc.)

* Applicant must have a satisfactory record

of school citizenship and attendance.

* Applicant may apply more than once for

this scholarship if they met the above

criterion. s
5 e
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If you have any questions about this
exciting program, please contact the office
for further details. Don’t forget to make
the March 15th deadline.

World Day of Prayer

“God’s Wisdom Provides New
Understanding”
Coventry Brethren Church
S. Keim St. and Cedarville Road

This service to be held Friday, March 7™ at
2 p.m. is sponsored by the Pottstown Church
Women United welcomes men, women, youth
and children to focus on the concerns of young
women and youth in the Caribbean who are
impacted by globalization, migration,
unemployment, violence and the impact of
HIV/AIDS on their lives and livelihood. The
service was written by Christian women of
Guyana. Pictures and music of Guyana will be
part of the service with fellowship following.

A Prayer
Written by the Adult Study Class
February 3, 2008

Dear Heavenly Father,

Be with us always when we have a problem.
May we listen to Jesus today.

When | feel alone and lost be with me.

May | listen to Jesus today.

When we are trying to understand your word,
May | listen to Jesus today.

When we need help to make the right decision,
May | listen to Jesus today.

Please let me know | am safe and wrap your arms
around me when | am afraid.

May | listen to Jesus today.

Be with me during health issues.

May | listen to Jesus today.

Guide me through spiritual issues.

May | listen to Jesus today.

Help us understand unexplained death and
SOrrow.

May | listen to Jesus today.

Give me strength and be with me as I try to do
your work.

May | listen to Jesus today.

Jesus please forgive me of my sins and help me
throughout my life.

May | listen to Jesus today. Amen.
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Spaghetti Dinner
April 4, 2008
4:30to 7 p.m.

The next Work Mission Spaghetti Diner is
being planned for Friday April 4™ in Horn
Hall. The price remains the same as well as
the menu. Tickets will be available starting
March 2" from Ted Baer or any Work
Mission Team member.

Help support this year’s Work Mission to
New Orleans by buying a ticket and joining
us for dinner. Donations will also be greatly
accepted, if you are not able to attend. As in
the past, matching funds will be provided by
Thrivent thrrough the Upper Montgomery
Chapter #31392.

2008 Work Mission

On January 28th, the Work Mission
Team held it's first meeting to plan for this
year’s work mission trip. The consensus
was that since the experience was very
good last year working with Habitat in Biloxi,
that we might work with Habitat again.

Ted Baer explained that the dates we
were leaning to, were not compatible dates
with Biloxi Habitat. However, New Orleans
has several builds going on this spring and
we are now looking to go to the New
Orleans area to work in 2008. Tentative
dates for the trip are the weeks of April 19
through 26" and April 26 through May 3".
As of this writing, the date has not been
finalized with the New Orleans Habitat
Group, but all the necessary paperwork has
been filed. Hopefully we will have a
confirmation soon so we can proceed with
the planning.

(continued next column)

The trip is open to anyone interested in
working a Habitat site and helping others. An
individual payment of $150 is sought from each
participant to help defray costs. We also will be
holding a spaghetti diner on April 4™ to help
raise funds. If you are interested in learning
more, please contact Ted Baer at 610-326-
8598.

If you are not able to go on this trip, there
may be an opportunity later in the year locally.
The Montgomery County Habitat group is
sponsoring two new home builds in North Hills,
near Landsdale. We are going to try to organize
a one day or weekend trip there to work on a
Habitat site. This would be open to all interested
and would not require staying overnight. More
details on this event will be forth coming as they
become available.

Diakon Benefit Dinner and Show

John Tesh will perform live at the 20"
Anniversary Diakon Benefactors Dinner on
Thursday, May 15, at the Sovereign
Performing Arts Center, Reading, PA . A new
dining station will honor the event’s founders,
Col. Harry Yoder and Mr. Bill Deibert at 5:30
p.m. followed by the Tesh performance in the
theater at 7:15 p.m. All proceeds benefit
Diakon Adoption and Foster Care and the
charitable care provided to our residents at the
The Lutheran Home at Topton.

To find out how you can attend the dinner
and show ($200) or just the show ($55), please
call Dawna Trump at 1-877-DIAKON-7, option
2, ext. 50464 or visit online at
www.diakon.org/benefactors.
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Thank You Notes

Thank you to all who made desserts and
helped in the kitchen at the luncheon
following my husband’s memorial service.
You are appreciated by our entire family.

Sincerely,
Jane Trate

Dear St. James,

On behalf of The Salvation Army, | would
like to express a warm and sincere thank
you for being able to assist with our angel
tree program. Your commitment shows that
you are really committed to those in need in
the Greater Pottstown area. The Salvation
Army is indeed honored to have such
generous people like you participate in the
program. Through your efforts lives have
been affected for the better.

Blessings,

Frank Chesney

Community Case Manager/ The Salvation
Army

| DL |

Thank you to all who have contributed to
date to the capital campaign.

Dear Pastor Hutchinson and the Saints at
St. James

It is with sincere appreciation that | write to
thank you for your contribution to support
the Sebastian Kolowa University College
(SEKUCO0). On behalf of the Northeastern
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Tanzaniza and the faculty of and students
of SEJUCo “Asante sana.” “Thank you very
much” for your partnership in this ministry.

Joanne Carlson
Assistant for the Bishop for Global Vision
and Events, SEPA Synod

Dear Rev. Hutchinson,

Please accept our sincere thanks for your
congregation’s contributions of $750. Your
gift will help cover program expenses such
as supplies and outreach materials,
volunteer mileage reimbursement and
excess liability insurance and the salary of
your team’s coordinator. Many thanks for
your support and partnership!

Sincerely,

Erika L. Holland

Program Manager, Diakon Volunteer Home
Care

Thank you to all who provided food for our
Lenten Soup Suppers in February. As
always the soup is great and the bread and
salad are wonderful additions.

Thank you to our Lenten Hospitality Team
for the great work in and out of the kitchen.
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MEMBER NEWS

March Birthdays

2 — Marvin Kehler; 5 — Immy Moore;
7 — Rusty Bealer, Gen Clouser, Robert DuVal;
11 — Tracie Rheel, Pattie Schaeffer; 12 — John
Jacobs; 13 — Mya Detweiler, Adam Hoehne,
Jennifer Yashin; 14 — Todd Reber; 18 — Katie
Johnson; 20 — Cindy Kehler; 21 — Jennifer
Mittura, Alison O’Donnell; 23 — James
Reidnauer, lva Trate; 24 — Krista Schmalbach;
25 — James Warner, Larry Wert; 27 — Beth
Cocci, John Ungerman, Ray Yocom;
30 — Elsie Drauschak, Jon Fink, Sherrie
Hedrick; 31 — Barbara Drauschak

New Address

Betty Cornell

Holly House @ Meadowood
PO Box 670

3250 Skippack Pike
Worcester PA 19490

Deepest Sympathies
To family and friends of Barry Trate

Meet Our New Members
Part 1

Sharon and John Chaback were both born
and grew up in Pottstown. They are married
and have six children: John Chaback llI,
Joanne, Kimberly, Chrissy, Joey and Justin.
Sharon is a graduate of Pottsgrove High
School and is currently employed as a
cashier at Walmart. John is a grinder at
Spring City Electrical and Foundry. They
both like NASCAR racing. Sharon also
enjoys knitting and bowling, while John
enjoys golf, football and hockey. They come
to St. James for St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church, Stowe.

Rosemary (Rosie) Houck is a native of
Pottstown having been born here and
having lived here all her life. Sheis a
graduated of North Coventry and before
retirement, she worked as a secretary. She
was previously a member of Trinity United
Church of Christ.

Gloria Skora was born in Pottstown and
grew up in the Halfway House area. She is
a graduated of Pottstown High School and
works as the Medical Records Coordinator
at Performance Spine and Sports
Physicians. She has a son, Thomas
Stimson. Gloria enjoys cooking, art, walking
and going to the movies. She comes to St.
James from Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
Pottstown.

Meet more of our new members
next month.
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CHURCH COUNCIL INFO

Council Member Contact

If at anytime you have a question, concern, or
suggestion that might help the church, contact
one of the following elected Council members.

Ron Schafer - President 610-326-4814
Email: ronslibrary@aol.com

Pat Baer - Vice President 610-326-8598
Email: pattedbaer@verizon.net

Vickie Kirsten - Secretary  484-300-4915
Email: vjkirsten@comcast.net

Sherry Clancy - Treasurer 610-323-5977
Email: srclancy@comcast.net

" H#E%
Barbara Ungerman  610-718-9368 % 06&
Email: bungerman@comcast.net ¢
)% 1 ] 1
Mike Lunn 610-367-8762
Email: lunns2@dejazzd.com
Jeff Leiby 610-327-9454 T % '
Email: jefnrobn@yahoo.com
Jim Irwin ~ 610-323-1511 Lt

Email: jeil013hotmail.com —H0

Scott Strichik 610-327-3108
Email: sstrichik@verizon.net

Mary Arnt  610-323-6176

David Hartzman 610-909-5806
Email: Crittersdad1949@aol.com

*Amount required to balance the budget.

Tracie Rheel 610-323-7051
Email: trheel@comcast.net

Chipper Meadowcroft 610-327-0458
Email: meadowl135@hotmail.com

Jessica Mitchell  610-970-4250
Email: jrabbit23@comcast.net
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